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Author Bio 
Yecheilyah (e-SEE-li-yah, 

affectionally nicknamed EC) is an 

Independent Author, Blogger, and 

Poet. She enjoys reading, writing, 

traveling, red wine, and movie 

nights. Originally from Chicago, IL, 

EC studied Professional and 

Technical Writing at Chicago State 

University, Medical Assistance at 

Everest College, and is currently 

studying Childhood and Adolescent 

Studies at Argosy University, Atlanta. 

Founder of Literary Korner 

Publishing and The PBS Blog, 

Yecheilyah has been writing for 

nineteen years and publishing books 

for over ten years. She loves to blog 

and dedicate her time toward helping 

and inspiring other writers through 

her book reviews and Introduce 

Yourself Interview Feature. 

Yecheilyah is a member of the 

Authors / Bloggers Rainbow Support 

Group and A Writer’s Path Writers 

Club. She writes Literary Fiction, 

Historical Fiction and Poetry. 

Yecheilyah lives in Marietta, GA 

with her husband where she writes 

and teaches. 

Yecheilyah Ysrayl 



Featured Book: 

 

When seventeen-year-old Nora White 

successfully graduates High School in 1922 

Mississippi and is College bound, everyone 

is overjoyed and excited. Everyone except 

Nora. She dreams of Harlem, Cotton 

Clubs, Fancy Dresses, and Langston 

Hughes. For years, she’s sat under Mr. 

Oak, the big oak tree on the plush green 

grass of her families five acres and 

daydreamed of The Black Mecca. The 

ambitious, young Nora is fascinated by the 

prospect of being a famous writer in The 

Harlem Renaissance and decides she 

doesn’t want to go to College. Despite her 

parent’s staunch protest, Nora finds herself 

in Jacobsville, New York, a small town 

forty-five minutes outside of Harlem. 

Shocked by their daughter’s 

disappearance, Gideon and Molly White 

are plagued with visions of the deadly 

south, like the brutal lynching of Gideon’s 

sister years ago. As the couple embark on a 

frightening and gut-wrenching search for 

Nora, they are each stalked by their own 

traumatic past. Meanwhile, Nora learns 

that the North is not all it’s cracked up to 

be and struggles to accept her prestigious 

family’s dark secrets.  
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TESTIMONIALS 

"Move over To Kill a Mockingbird - the next best thing is here. If I had the power, I would put this 

book in the hands of every middle school child in America and let them truly understand what it means 

to be beyond the colored line.”  – Anna Kopp, Author, Rise of the Chosen, Lifeblood Series  

 
"No people can truly be free until they know who they are." This story maintains good pacing, it's 

inspiring, and thought-provoking. Labels don't make us who we are, but it's what's on the inside of us 

and being comfortable in our own skin. I truly enjoyed reading this."  – Silver Pen Entertainment  

“I consider myself and anyone else aware of 

her to be pretty lucky already as this author 

has a pretty powerful perspective and is more 

than capable of articulating her experiences 

and thought processes as it relates to the 

cultural upbringing of the African American 

experience. Her name is Yecheilyah Ysrayl."  

- Dottie Daniels 

 
"Yecheilyah is a gifted poet and writer of 

which I have had the pleasure of getting to 

know the last couple of years. She writes 

evocative literature dedicated to the 

promotion of African American culture and 

American literature." – Colleen Chesebro  

This is a poetic work of bliss. Every woman, young 

or old should read this book. This author really 

knows how to turn a phrase. Highly recommended!  

– Lisa W. Tetting  

"Like the first book, Ysrayl works her magic of putting 

the reader into her characters’ minds to witness history 

through their emotions and perspectives. At one point 

in the story, the friends are trapped in their vehicle as 

it’s mobbed by a pack of violent racists. My heart was 

literally pounding at this point.” – Christa Wojo. 

 



WHO SHOULD READ 
 

• African American Women  

• Young Women  

• Spiritual Women / Bible Believers 

• Historians   

• Teens / Young Adults     

• Poets     

 

Target Audience 

BOOK BENEFITS 
 

• Advance Proper Understanding of Black  

Literature   

• Learn Little Known Historical Facts   

• Increase Literacy  

•  Short and Easy to Read  

• Make Difficult Conversations Easy 

 

• get and keep youths reading   

 



Chapter 3: June 1922 
 

“Whew, it’s burning up out here,” she complained, standing up straight and tilting her head 

toward the East where the sun was blazing. Except for tending to the peas, Nora preferred not to 

farm. Her parents had to work six days a week. It was rigorous, back-breaking work but farmers 

were working against the weather. When conditions were fair you had to take advantage of it. 

When planting season was over, then it was growing season. She hated plunging the shovel into 

the dirt, pushing it with her foot and turning it over. Daddy called this “turning the ground 

over” and it could take hours depending on which part of the land daddy wanted you to do. It 

was extra if you asked her. Freedom was supposed to mean sitting somewhere drinking 

lemonade not working like a Hebrew slave. “Slavery again”, she said under her breath. Gideon 

stood up, his tall, dark body towering over Nora and the garden. Sweat drained from his head 

down to his cheeks. He pulled the handkerchief from his back pocket, mopped his forehead, and 

scanned the area. 

“Take a look out yonder there.” 

“What?” said Nora swatting at a bug. 

Gideon extended his arm as if to indicate the land around them. The garden bed, trees, 

heads of cattle grazing by the fence that separated the White’s land from the neighbors, chicken 

coop and the vibrant greenery of the family’s five acres. It was beautiful the way the grass was 

always cut close to the ground. Gideon put the handkerchief back in his pocket and put his 

hands on his hips. 

“This here is what a man can do if he puts his mind to it and his back in it.” 

Nora rolled her eyes. Here it comes. 

“Stop complaining. The world don’t owe the colored man nothing. The colored man 

owes it to himself.” 

Nora wiped her face. Her father’s voice was slow, calm, and serious. It was the beginning 

of a 15-minute lecture about the colored man. She hadn’t meant for “slave” to come rolling off 

her tongue loud enough for him to hear.  

“I know daddy.” 

“No, you don’t know. I told you why we were slaves and how we ended up here in this 

land. Now the almighty done planted us here and the least we can do is take advantage. You 

were born on this land. You can’t change that, and you can’t change the past. All you can do is 

make the best of it. Nobody starves in my house, Nora. Do you want to know why nobody 

starves?” 

Nora rolled her eyes again, she only heard this story fifty million times. 

“Because of the land,” said Nora. 

 “Alright now, best get to it then.” 

 

 

Book Excerpt 



In what ways has the state of 
Black America changed from 
1923 to today? 
 

1 

 
How can we make the subject 

of race more approachable? 2 

 What is the purpose of 

literature of this kind? 3 

 
What are some ways to make 

young people more aware? 4 

 How can we get readers to 

become writers? 5 

 What’s the best strategy for 

improving race relations?   6 

 How is everyone a writer? 

7 

 
What are some ways to get 

people to read a copy of your 

book? 8 

 What do you prefer to be called in 

relation to race, why? 9 

 Tell us about the first book 

you’ve ever written.  
10 

 

11 

 
13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 

12 

 

What is the biggest mistake you see 

among black leadership today? 

What is the biggest mistake you see 

among religious leaders today? 

How do we build trust within the 

black community among non-

blacks? 
 
What is a Hebrew Israelite? 

Who is Yah? 

The bible is black history. 

Explain that statement. 

How important are book 

reviews? 

 
In what way, does reviewing 

books and writing alike? 

What’s your motto in life? 

What’s your purpose? 

Who has had the biggest 

influence in your life? 

Interview Questions 



➢ Couch Convos with Lisa. W. Tetting 

 

➢ Author Spotlight with Dottie Daniels  

 

➢ Book Release Blog Party: Stella Book 2 with Colleen Chesebro  

 

➢ Smorgasboard Open House with Sally Cronin 

 

➢ Update 2017: Update on Yecheilyah with Sally Cronin  

 

➢ Guest Author Yecheilyah with Chris Graham  

 

➢ Author Interview with Jean Alexander  

 

➢ Special Edition: 20 Questions with Don Massenzio  

 

➢ Guest Post: Negro Spirituals a Historical Document  

 

➢ Radio Show Feature: The Magic Happens Radio with Annette Aben 

 

➢ Basics Every Indie Author Needs Before Publishing a Book 

 

➢ Author Platforms Made Easy: A Simple Look at Platform Building 

with Sue Vincent 

 

➢ My Ingredients for a Series 

 

➢ An Author's Journey: 3 Lessons I've Learned this Year (2016) with 

Kim 

 

➢ Featured Author Yecheilyah Ysrayl 

 

➢ Enjoy the Journey  

 

➢ Shadows and Lights of Harlem with Yecheilyah Ysrayl 

 
➢ It is Worth It with Chris Graham  

 

➢ Literacy's Role in African American Education  
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